The 4 Paragraph Story

As A Class:

	Characters
	Who and what are the characters like?

	

	Setting
	Where and when is the story taking place?

	

	Problem
	What is going to happen? What is the main event?

	

	Solution
	How will the problem be resolved? Who will save the day?

	


In Your Pairs:

	Paragraph 1
	The introduction to the story.
Try to use an interesting opening that includes action, dialogue and description of setting or character.

	

	Paragraph 2
	The build up to something that will happen.
Try to make your characters do something normal. Maybe they could be planning an adventure or a trip somewhere. Describe the setting.

	

	Paragraph 3
	The climax or point at which the problem happens.
Something happens to the characters. Maybe something goes wrong and one of them has to save the other.

	

	Paragraph 4
	The problem is solved or left as a cliff-hanger.
The characters solve the problem and think about what they have learnt. Or the problem isn’t solved and it is left as a cliff hanger.

	


Extension

You may need to use more than 4 paragraphs. Add more paragraphs to your work if needed.

Reasons for using a new paragraph:

1. The story moves through time.

2. A new person speaks in the story.

3. The story moves to a new setting.

4. To create a mood of suspense.

